WHAT WE HAVE


The Land

We own 36.455 acres lying near the western edge of the Piney Woods where it becomes the Post Oak Savannah.  It lies very close to the Blackland Prairie but soil types are consistent with Piney Woods/Post Oak Savannah soil types – mostly sandy, with some soils approaching sandy loam near the wetland and pond areas.  The forest is Mixed Pine/Hardwood Forest, typical of East Texas Post Oak Savannah/Piney Woods.  About 8 acres consists of open grassland.  There is a diversity of habitat types and lots of edge area on our property.
Our land is adjacent to 60.448 acres of uninhabited, unimproved, almost completely forested land.  This land has been uninhabited for at least 40 years.  This effectually increases our available habitat by nearly 175%.  There are currently no plans for improvement on this property and the land is not for sale.  Any improvements on other nearby properties are limited to simple homes, mowed pastures for cattle, and stock ponds.

The land in our immediate area originally formed the Scales Ranch, and functioned as a large-scale cattle operation.  The ranch was divided and sold in 1961, at which point our family members bought the 36.455 acres we now have.  From 1961 – 2005, the property was used for very small-scale, hobby-type cattle and horse raising, and hay production. For about three to five years in the early 1980’s, Christmas Trees were produced on about 2 acres of the property.  This area has now been returned to grassland.  Saleable timber was cut from the property twice, the last time in 1991.  We will not be selling or otherwise cutting saleable timber from the property again.  

Climate

Average Temperature:
65 – 70 degrees F

Average Rainfall:

35 – 50 inches

Growing Season:

275 days

Water

Large pond of approximately 1 acre in area lies in a heavily wooded area.  A branched, intermittent stream feeds this pond.  A wetland of about 2 – 3 acres in area lies on one side of the pond.  Small pond of approximately 150 square feet in area lies in a lightly wooded area, near 8 acres of grassland.  This small pond collects drainage from its immediate region.  

Plants

A diversity of plant species provides food and cover for many wildlife species.  Trees provide both cavity nesting and branch nesting opportunities and also roosting areas and food (acorns, insects).  Grasses and forbs provide nesting material and food.  Shrubs, both understory and open area types, provide nesting habitat and food.  Examples include American Beautyberry – Callicarpa americana; wild blackberry; Yaupon – Ilex vomitoria.  Snags, provide both nesting habitat and observation spots for predatory birds.  An abundance of forest,  both old growth and younger trees, lots of understory trees and shrubs, provides diversity of habitat and cover.
Wildlife (Birds)

A diversity of songbirds, raptors, rare gamebirds (wild turkeys), migratory birds, ducks and wading/shorebirds have been sighted on the property for many years.
GOALS

· Stopover habitat for migratory birds

· Permanent habitat for songbirds, raptors

· Filtering area for runoff, providing cleaner water

· Forested area providing Carbon Dioxide conversion

· Attraction of as many bird species as possible, particularly threatened species like the Red-cockaded Woodpecker.

WHAT WE’VE DONE SO FAR

· When we acquired the property, the grassland habitat of about eight acres was beginning to move into the next stage of succession (forest) due to lack of mowing or grazing for a few years.  We mowed the area, removing small pine trees and yaupon, returning the area to grassland habitat with edge area into the forest.

· Neither we nor the owners of the neighboring uninhabited property allow hunting, which allows the animals peace and quiet and the natural balance is not disturbed.

· We mowed the existing paths through the forest habitat, increasing edge area.

· We built and installed four Bluebird houses and four Wood Duck houses, according to the attached guidelines/plans.


· We do not currently and will not use any pesticides, herbicides or chemical fertilizers on the property, and no one has done so in many years.  We know this because we purchased the property from a family member.  If any fertilizer is used, it will be compost or a commercial organic fertilizer.

· We removed lots of debris from the ground, consisting of roofing materials including composition shingles, sheet metal, treated lumber, etc.  This is important, not only for our enjoyment of the property, but also because this debris formed an impervious groundcover, preventing growth of grasses and forbs in one of the edge areas frequented by many bird species.  Removing this debris also prevented any runoff of hazardous materials into waterways and into the soil.  We will be removing additional debris from the ground in a few other areas.  While some wildlife species may live in and around these human-made construction debris piles, we feel it is much better to provide them with their natural habitat, and in the absence of that, safely constructed and installed nesting boxes.

WHAT ELSE WE PLAN TO DO

· Increase edge area between habitat types, to attract more species of birds.  We will do this by mowing additional paths, wide enough to allow humans to observe birds easily; and also by maintaining paths and open grassland by regular mowing.

· Build and install more nest boxes, including Barn Owl houses as one of the first additional types.

· Increase grassland food plants for insects and birds by planting native wildflowers and grasses that produce flowers and seeds.

· Allow no logging on the property, so as to maintain existing old growth trees to attract Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and other cavity-nesting birds.

· Maintain wetland areas near the pond to attract more ducks and wading birds, in addition to maintaining the ability of the area to filter runoff.

· Maintain and increase food and cover plants.
HOW WE’LL MONITOR OUR SUCCESS
· We will continually monitor the birdhouses for target species.

· We will monitor old growth trees for Red-cockaded Woodpeckers and other threatened species.

· We are active birders and will spend lots of time observing diversity of species.

· We plan to have other birders and perhaps Boy Scout Troops visit the property, and they will be able to help observe the species present.  This will help us direct further efforts toward serving these species’ needs.

· We will continue to keep records of bird species, as well as other wildlife species, using the habitat.

· We may provide any data we collect to TPWD.

